
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that... 
 

1. Vio lence af f ect s b et w een 10% and 60% of  w om en 

and  g ir ls? End ing vio lence against  w om en is a 

m issing  MDG t arget . 
 

2. Perp et rat ors are charged  in  less than 1 in 10 

est im at ed  cases o f  sexual and  gender  b ased  

vio lence? 
 

3. In  d evelop ed  count r ies 30% more women than men 

p erceive h igh  levels o f  cor rup t ion  in  t he  

ed ucat ion  syst em ? 
 

4. The brain drain from the South is female? In  Af r ica, 

3 out of 10 women, w it h  t er t iary ed ucat ion  

em igrat e. 
 

5. Half of all married women in  Sout h  Asia have no say 

in  d ecisions regard ing  t heir  healt hcare? 
 

6. In  sout hern  Af r ica, w om en  are 300% m ore 

likely t o  be in f ect ed  w it h  HIV t han  m en? 
 

7. More t han 1 out of 50 women die from pregnancy 

related causes in  44 count r ies (com p rising  ab out  

12% of  t he w or ld ’s p opu lat ion)? 
 

8. Wom en are out num b ered  2 to 1 in  p o lit ical 

p ar t ies w or ld w id e. 1 in 5 parliamentarians is a 

w om an...and  it  w ill t ake 4 decades f o r  w om en in  

d evelop ing  regions t o  ap p roach t he p arit y zone 

(o f  bet w een  40% t o  60%) in  p ar liam ent s. 
 

9. The ear liest  in t ernat ional reso lu t ion  concern ing  

gend er  eq ualit y w as p assed  in  1921 and  ref er red  

t o  w om en’s lab our  r igh t s. Yet , women are still paid 

17% less than men f o r  sim ilar  w ork? 
 

10. Wor ld w id e, at  b est , t here is 1 woman for every 9 

men in senior management p osit ions in  f i rm s? 

 

 

But Progress is within reach… 
 

1. 9 out of 10 girls in  t he w or ld  are enro led  in  p r im ary  

ed ucat ion . 
 

2. Half  o f  t he 22 count r ies t hat  have reached  30% of 

women in  p ar liam ent  com e f rom  d evelop ing  

reg ions. 
 

3. In  Cost a Rica, w om en ho ld  43.9% of  lead ersh ip  

p osit ions in  p olit ical p ar t ies. 
 

4. Honduras & Croat ia have m ore t han 40% female 

judges on t he Sup rem e Cour t s. 
 

5. One-third of police p ersonnel in  Sout h  Af r ica and 

Aust ralia are w om en. 
 

6. Gend er -f ocused  aid  has near ly tripled (in  ab so lu t e 

t erm s) f rom  US$ 2.5 b illion  in  2002 t o  US$ 7.2 billion 

in  2006. 
 

7. New  Zealand  and  Canad a have t he h ighest  

p rop or t ion  o f  aid  t hat  is earm arked f o r  gender  

eq ualit y as a p r incip le ob ject ive: 11%. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why accountability matters… 

Who answ ers t o  w om en? Progress o f  t he Wor ld ’s Wom en 2008/2009 show s t hat  realising  w om en ’s r igh t s and  

ach ieving  t he Millenn ium  Develop m ent  Goals d ep end s on st rengt hen ing account ab ilit y f o r  com m it m ent s t o  

w om en and  gend er  eq ualit y. The exam ples h igh ligh t ed  t h roughout  t he Rep or t  suggest  t hat  f o r  w om en ’s r igh t s t o  

t ranslat e in t o  sub st ant ive im p rovem ent s in  t heir  lives, and  f o r  gend er  eq ualit y t o  b e realised  in  p ract ice, w om en 

m ust  b e ab le t o  f u lly par t icip at e in  pub lic d ecision -m aking at  all levels and  ho ld  t hose resp onsib le t o  account  w hen 

t heir  r igh t s are in f r inged  or  t heir  need s ignored. Pub lished  at  t he half w ay p o in t  t o  t he 2015 dead line f o r  achieving  

t he MDGs, Progress p resent s new  d at a p rovid ing  clear  evid ence t hat  w om en ’s em p ow erm ent  and  gend er  eq ualit y 

are d r ivers f o r  reducing p over t y, bu ild ing  f ood  secur it y, reducing m at ernal m or t alit y, and enhancing t he 

ef f ect iveness o f  aid . 




