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CALL TO ACTION

“UNITE! Activism to End Violence against Women & Girls!”

Gender-based violence against women and girls (VAWG) is one of the worst manifestations of discrimination against women
and remains the most widespread and pervasive human rights violation worldwide affecting more than an estimated 1in 3
women, a figure that has remained largely unchanged over the last decade. According to the latest estimates, more than 5
women or girls are killed every hour by someone in their own family®.

Global emergencies, crises and conflict, have further intensified VAWG and exacerbated the drivers and risk factors. Since
the start of COVID-19, 45% of women reported that they or a woman they know has experienced a form of VAWG. Natural
disasters, many of which are made more likely by climate change, aggravate all types of gender-based violence against
women and girls. This was already seen in contexts as diverse as Hurricane Katrina (2005), the earthquake in Haiti (2010),
the earthquake in Christchurch, New Zealand (2011), tropical cyclones in Vanuatu (2011), heatwaves in Spain (2008—-2016)
and bush fires in Australia (2019-2020).?

In a context of rapidly expanding digitalization, online and technology facilitated violence against women and girls are
exacerbating existing forms of violence and leading to the emergence of new patterns and forms of VAWG.

At the same time, there has been a rise in anti-rights movements including anti-feminist groups resulting in shrinking space
for civil society, a backlash against women’s rights organizations and a rise in attacks against women human rights defenders
and activists.

In this context, ending gender-based VAWG might seem unimaginable, but it is not. Large-scale reductions in violence
against women can be achieved through intensive feminist activism and advocacy coupled with evidence and practice
informed multisectoral action® and investment. Evidence suggests that strong and autonomous feminist movements are
the most critical factor in ending violence against women and girls.* This year, through the Secretary General’s UNITE
campaign, UN Women along with UN sister agencies are calling upon governments, and partners to act now to end violence
against women and show their solidarity to women’s rights movements and activists through:

o Increasing long-term funding and support to women'’s rights organizations working on effective solutions to prevent
and respond to violence against women.
Resist the rollback on women'’s rights, amplify the voices of women human rights defenders, and feminist women'’s
movements in their diversity and mobilize more actors to join movements to end violence against women and girls
across the world
Promote the leadership and participation of women and girls in political, policy making and decision-making spaces
from global to local levels including in development, humanitarian and peace processes.
Strengthen protection mechanisms to prevent and eliminate violence, harassment, threats, intimidation, and
discrimination against women human rights defenders and women'’s rights advocates/activists

Today, we call upon everyone to play their part. Everyone can make a difference. Be an activist. UNITE to end violence
against women and girls.
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