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After 4 Months of War, Humanitarian Leaders Urge Action to
End the Tragedy in Sudan

NEW YORK/GENEVA/ROME, 15 August 2023 — For four gruesome months, the people of Sudan
have been engulfed in a war that is destroying their lives and their homeland, and violating their
basic human rights.

People have witnessed their loved ones gunned down.

Women and girls have been sexually assaulted.

Families have seen their possessions looted and their homes burnt to the ground.

People are dying because they cannot access health care services and medicine.

And now, because of the war, Sudan's children are wasting away for lack of food and nutrition.

Each day the fighting continues, the Sudanese are being robbed of the peace they cherish, the lives
they are entitled to, and the future they deserve.

Enough.

After four months of terror, global leaders of humanitarian organizations working in Sudan have
three messages to share:

1. To the people of Sudan: The international humanitarian community remains committed to
supporting you, especially through the work of your local responders, who have been at the
forefront to provide food, seeds, water, shelter, health, nutrition, education, medical care
and protection to those in need since Day One. We will continue to push for access to all
people and in all areas of Sudan to bring humanitarian supplies and essential services.

2. To parties to the conflict: End the fighting. Protect civilians. Grant us safe and unfettered
access. Remove bureaucratic impediments. Attacking civilians, looting humanitarian
supplies, targeting aid workers, civilian assets and infrastructure, including health centers
and hospitals, and blocking humanitarian assistance — all of which have been reported in
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Sudan — are prohibited under International Humanitarian Law and International Human
Rights Law. These acts may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity.

To the international community: There is no excuse for waiting. More than 6 million
Sudanese people are one step away from famine. More than 14 million children need
humanitarian aid. More than 4 million people have fled the fighting and remain internally
displaced across the country and as refugees throughout the wider region.Time is running
out for farmers to plant the crops that will feed them and their neighbours. Medical
supplies are in scarce supply. The situation is spiralling out of control. Our humanitarian
appeals can help some 19 million people in Sudan and neighbouring countries. However,
the two appeals are just over 27 per cent funded. Please change that.

It is time for a reset. We call for an immediate cessation of hostilities. The people of Sudan need
peace and equitable access to humanitarian relief. And the international community must step up
today, engage at all levels, and act to put Sudan back on track and end the war.
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