UN WOMEN RAPID ASSESSMENT AND
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE IN THE
OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY

Situation Overview

Followingthe 7 October 2023 attack by Hamas on Israel, which
resulted in an estimated 1,400 deaths, 4,629 injuries, and an
estimated 200 people taken hostage', the Israeli Armed Forces
launched strikes by land, sea and air against Gaza. To date,
this has resulted in over 3,785 Palestinian deaths, and more
than 12,500 people injured,?53 per cent of whom are women
and children®. Over one million people —almost half the total
population of Gaza - have been displaced, and civilian infra-
structure across Gaza has been significantly damaged, with
5,262 buildings destroyed or severely damaged to date. As
violence continues, it is spreading beyond Gaza and Israel,
with 79 Palestinians killed* in the West Bank since October 7,
and fighting taking place in Syria and Lebanon. As the inter-
national community seeks to respond to this, the gendered
impact of the crisis cannot be overlooked.

UN Women estimates that this eruption of violence and
destruction has already resulted in close to 493,000 women
and girls being displaced from their homes in Gaza.

UN Women also estimates that to date 1,487 men have been
killed, the violence has resulted in a surge of widows, close
to 900 new households by women, and 3,103 children who
have lost their fathers. These numbers will increase in the
absence of a ceasefire.

UNFPA estimates that there are 540,000 women of reproduc-
tiveage in Gaza,amongwhom 50,000 are currently pregnant,
and 5,522 are expected to deliver in the next month.®
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Even priortothe crises, the situation in Gaza was dire. 97 per
centof men and 98 per cent of women feared for their safety.
Depression levels amongst women and men were high due
to deep sense of hopelessness and unemployment. 54 per
cent of Gaza’s men showed signs of anxiety and depression,
the highest numbers across the Middle East, mainly due to
financial limitations.® In 2022 unemployment rates reached
45 per cent in the Gaza Strip compared to 13 per cent in the
West Bank. This equates to 40 per cent for females compared
to 20 per cent for males in all of Palestine’

The significant, largely displaced population of women and
girls, and new female headed households, have unique and
urgent needs and vulnerabilities that must be recognised and
addressed. These needs and vulnerabilities stem from struc-
tural gender discrimination, including laws in Palestine which
assume women to be under the protection and guardianship
of men, which increases women’s risks to —amongst other
things— gender-based violence and food insecurity. It also
makes them more likely than men to be living in sub-stan-
dard temporary shelters when displaced.

Lifesaving inputs, such as water, sanitation, food, fuel, and
health care, are critical for the survival and well-being of
these households. These must be matched with support for
women and girls to access safe shelter, protection support
and maternal health care.

As of October 19th 2023, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-13

As of October 19th 2023, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-13

UN Women estimate based on trends in deaths reported by the Ministry of Health from the period 7 October until 14 October.
As of October 19th 2023, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-13
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Key Data: Gaza

The 2023 Humanitarian Needs
Overview (HNO) identified

668,000

(close to 30 per cent of the population)

as in need of protection from
gender-based violence. This number
will have risen.
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that the violence has
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Prior to the current conflict.
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What this means for women and girls




UN Women’s Humanitarian

UN Women has been
supporting Palestinian
women since 1997 to
achieve their social,
economic, and political
rights.

Together with OCHA and the Humanitarian Country Team,
UN Women produced the Gender in Humanitarian Action
Accountability Framework for the Occupied Palestinian
Territory (OPT), a first-of-its-kind tool to advance gender
equality within humanitarian operations in the OPT.

Since the onset of the current crisis, UN Women has been
playing a crucial role in the coordination of the United
Nations’ country team actions, responses, and communi-
cations on gender equality. UN Women has been providing
analysis of the differentiated impact of the war on women,
men, boys, and girls, to ensure adequate responses to their
needs. UN Women immediately contacted its partners
and women-led organizations who are at the frontlines,
providing vital services to those affected by the hostilities
and displaced by the war, particularly women and girls.

Our two-pronged approach to the current crisis is based
on this deep work.

A. GENDER-RESPONSIVE HUMANITARIAN
COORDINATION

UN Women will mainstream gender equality across
humanitarian coordination efforts:

Interagency & Inter-cluster coordination: As Co-chair
of the Humanitarian Gender Group (HGG) with OCHA,
UN Women will provide leadership and gender expertise
across the clusters and the Humanitarian Country Team.

Gender lens analysis: UN Women will ensure the humani-
tarianresponse is based on a gender-focused needs assess-
ment and gender analysis across all sectors. UN Women
will contribute gender expertise to the Joint Intersectoral
Assessment Framework (JIAF) including through qualita-
tive rapid and multisectoral gender analysis of the ongoing
crisis. Timely ‘Gender Alerts” will be produced, summa-
rizing key findings from gender impact assessments and
analyses on the crisis.

Response in the OPT

Data collection: UN Women will ensure that data collec-
tion tools mainstream gender across all sectors in the
humanitarian needs assessment (protection, education,
health, WASH, etc.).

Flash Appeal: UN Women has contributed concrete gender
impact analysis tothe OPT Flash Appeal and will continue
toreview the updated Flash Appeal to ensure that gender
is mainstreamed across the document and that a stand-
alone gender section is included.

Capacity Building: UN Women will strengthen the capac-
ity of humanitarian actors in the OPT, including through
Gender in Humanitarian Action (GiHA) trainings to cluster
members and women-led organizations during the early
response phase of the crisis.

Technical Expertise: UN Women will provide gender exper-
tise to the humanitarian clusters and subgroups, by provid-
ing a gender lens and Sex and Age Disaggregated Data
(SADD) within sector specificand multisectoral indicators.

Inclusion of local women’s organizations: UN Women will
facilitate access and support for local women’s organiza-
tions working on the frontlines in Gaza and the West Bank
to contribute meaningfully tothe humanitarian response
planning and implementation.

Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA): As

co-chair of the PSEA Network in the OPT, UN Women will

ensure the provision of gender-responsive support, includ-
ing messages, services and documentation.

Accountability: In line with the Gender in Humanitarian
Action (GiHA) accountability framework, UN Women
will ensure gender equality and women'’s rights are inte-
grated across the humanitarian response and will promote
accountability on gender equality across partners at all
levels.

B. GENDER RESPONSIVE HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE (PHASE 1):

Gaza: The immediate multi-disciplinary response
includes:

« Integrated GBV Support: Psychological First Aid and
structured psychosocial support and trauma assistance
(group and individual sessions); GBV case management
and referral support to women survivors of violence;
connectivity services including working mobile lines.
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Cash-Based Initiatives: Cash assistance and cashvouch- ~ West Bank: The emergency preparedness response
ers to women heads of household, including through includes:

partnership with other relevant UN agencies.

» Emergency preparedness: Develop and implement
Support to women’s leadership and community-based emergency preparedness plans for GBV shelters in the
organisations in their community-based efforts to West Bank and equip these for potential emergencies.

deliver humanitarian assistance.
» Gender analyses: Ensure that all the emergency

preparedness plans are infomed by concrete gender
analyses.

UN Women Key Asks and Recommendations in the OPT
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