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Multilateralism in flux 

The world is becoming more multipolar and fluid. New and shifting alliances (whose members 

don’t necessarily act in concert) and the growing influence of emerging for-profit, non-state actors 

challenge international relations. Traditional multilateral fora are weakening. As borderless 

threats and opportunities grow, so does the need for multilateral action.

• Power shifts among the world’s states are reshaping the global system. Competing blocs and the rising 
influence of emerging powers makes it harder to predict how countries will lean in crises.

• There is increasing scepticism about the institutions of the post-WWII international order, whose 
interests they serve and whether the rules are applied fairly.

• Growing relevance of non-state actors presents both threats and opportunities for the future of 
multilateralism.

• Emerging challenges and technologies are reinforcing the importance of multilateralism, as a space to 
pursue collective solutions- as in the Pact for the Future 

Key messages

https://press.un.org/en/2023/sgsm21911.doc.htm
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/brics-summit-emerging-middle-powers-g7-g20
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/10/brics-summit-emerging-middle-powers-g7-g20
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/world-opinion/article/3267841/rules-based-order-isnt-working-its-time-alternative
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2023/7/18/world-bank-chief-warns-mistrust-splitting-global-south-and-west
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/the-future-of-multilateral-peacebuilding-and-conflict-prevention/
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc15140.doc.htm
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2023/06/uniting-for-change-the-imperative-of-collective-action-in-a-fragmented-world/
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/pact-for-the-future


Conflict and crisis deepen
Conflicts are proliferating and forced migration is at record highs. Methods of warfare are changing, 

with artificially intelligent automated weapons and the growing importance of information 

warfare, deepfakes and disinformation campaigns. Climate, water stress and competition for 

natural resources are growing drivers of conflict. Young people and social movements across the 

world are demanding their governments provide a safer future for all.

Key messages

• 10% of the world live in countries affected by conflict, over half of them women and children. 2023 saw 
a record number of 59 conflicts. Yet women remain underrepresented in peace and disarmament 
negotiations; of 31 peace & ceasefire agreements signed in 2023, none were signed by women’s 
organizations. 

• Climate change and environmental degradation are increasing tensions - making the most vulnerable 
even more vulnerable

• Concerns are growing around autonomous weapons and the ethics of AI in military decision-making. 
Information warfare is growing. 2021-2023 saw more conflict-related deaths than in the last 30 years.

• One in 4 young people has been affected by violence. Young people are protesting against wars and 
conflict, and many are losing faith in human rights laws and institutions.  

https://hdr.undp.org/content/2024-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi
https://www.prio.org/news/3532
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/273/49/pdf/n2427349.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2023/02/water-security-national-security-issue/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2023
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2023
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/what-you-need-know-about-autonomous-weapons
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-01029-0
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2024/09/24/transcending-weapon-systems-the-ethical-challenges-of-ai-in-military-decision-support-systems/
https://www.prio.org/news/3532
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15667.doc.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/the-stream/2024/3/22/why-have-people-taken-to-video-games-to-express-solidarity-with-palestine
https://www.speakactchange.org/2023/12/10/losing-faith-in-human-rights/


Triple planetary crisis
Loss of nature endangers people, accelerates climate change and threatens progress towards the 

SDGs. Yet despite growing awareness and technological capabilities, the world’s response to the 

triple planetary crisis remains dangerously insufficient as we breach 6 of 9 planetary boundaries. 

2023 was the hottest year ever, yet decarbonisation efforts are slowing. Investments in fossil fuel 

infrastructure and fossil fuel subsidies continue. The widening gap between pledges and action 

threatens to push past irreversible tipping points in biodiversity loss, climate change and pollution. 

• The nexus between poverty, climate and inequality is intensifying. Climate change cost 12,000 lives and 
$200bn in damages in 2023. By 2050, 8 times more children will be exposed to extreme heatwaves 
compared to the 2000s.

• Vulnerable communities who have contributed the least to climate change are disproportionately 
affected. The adaptation finance gap for developing countries is $187-359 bn/year. One-third of the 
world’s food is produced by small farmers (mostly women), but adoption of climate-resilient agriculture 
is held back by lack of finance and insecure land rights. 

• 2 million species at risk of extinction and a staggering decrease in biodiversity. Yet nature-positive 
transitions could unlock $10 trillion for business by 2030. 

• Investment in clean energy is set to double that of fossil fuels in 2025. Yet 41 of 42 indicators of progress 
towards decarbonisation are off-track.

Key messages

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099448406012312484/pdf/IDU0380ce1ed060ac047cf096bd0b9dff98cdd84.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/2023-review-climate-disasters-claimed-12000-lives-globally-2023
https://impact.economist.com/sustainability/ecosystems-resources/nature-and-climate-on-the-line-cop16-must-deliver-on-both?utm_campaign=MA00000599&utm_medium=email-owned&utm_source=impact-partnerships-marketing-cloud&utm_term=20241113&utm_id=2015509&sfmc_id=00QWT000004HMTp2AO&utm_content=nature-and-climate-on-the-line-cop16-must-deliver-on-both&id_mc=275967536
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2024
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/Feminist-climate-justice-A-framework-for-action-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/Feminist-climate-justice-A-framework-for-action-en.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0293083
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/12/climate/living-planet-index-wildlife-declines.html%20%E2%80%8B
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/07/theres-10-1-trillion-in-nature-positive-transition-heres-how-we-unlock-it/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/08/clean-energy-investment-just-transition/
https://www.dw.com/en/almost-all-global-warming-indicators-behind-target-report/a-67393114


Sustainable finance
Environmental, social & governance (ESG) criteria are becoming mandatory in investment 

decisions, as regulators step up efforts to make the rules clear and consistent. But this may pose 

challenges to developing countries: tougher ESG standards that their companies may not be ready 

to meet, and more focus on risk, could make it harder, especially for the climate-vulnerable, to 

attract investment. ODA flows are under pressure and the cost of borrowing is increasing, further 

challenging financing for development.

• Sustainable finance is attracting significant public and private capital. Global sustainable debt issued in 
the first half of 2024 reached $800 billion. 

• Shortfalls to finance the global development agenda persist. An extra $360 billion annually is required 
to realize gender equality and women's and girls’ empowerment in developing nations alone.

• There is a growing focus on transparency and quality of ESG initiatives. New regulations (EU Taxonomy 
and US SEC climate disclosure rules) make ESG disclosures compulsory, although with some pushback. 
Advanced economies are pressing to harmonise carbon compliance standards. Yet new standards 
could be costly for developing countries to comply with.

• For LDCs and those furthest behind, access to international public finance remains crucial. Private 
investment can support delivery of public services but will not be the primary funder or provider of 
social safety nets for the poorest. The “solidarity economy” has emerged as a promising strategy to 
bridge social, environmental and gender disparities.

Key messages

https://www.guernseyfinance.com/industry-resources/news/2024/are-we-on-track-sustainable-finance-trends-in-2024/
https://think.ing.com/articles/global-sustainable-finance-market-changing-for-the-better/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2023/09/progress-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-gender-snapshot-2023
https://www.thebanker.com/What-to-expect-for-sustainable-finance-in-2024-1707473740
https://www.acuitykp.com/blog/sustainable-finance-regulatory-outlook/
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance/tools-and-standards/eu-taxonomy-sustainable-activities_en
https://www.sec.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2024-31
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2024/04/20/the-case-against-the-secs-final-climate-rules-begins-in-earnest-and-what-it-means/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/trade/making-greener-supply-chains-work-developing-country-exporters
https://africanclimatefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/800756-AFC-Implications-for-Africa-of-a-CBAM-in-the-EU-06A-FINAL.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-01570-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-01570-9
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/poverty-eradication/social-and-solidarity-economy


Debt or development
Debt is crowding out the development prospects of many developing economies, as they are forced 

to trade off critical investments in health, education, social assistance and climate action to 

service an increasing debt burden. These high levels of debt are undermining trust in governments 

and IFIs, as debt repayments cut into service delivery and citizens struggle to meet basic needs. 

Climate-vulnerable countries face an additional risk premium: a vicious circle, as higher costs of 

borrowing restrict their ability to invest in climate mitigation and adaptation.

• Global public debt is expected to reach 100% of GDP by 2030. Projections for economic growth are the 
lowest for decades. Climate vulnerability raises borrowing costs, making it harder for countries to fund 
climate action: a negative feedback loop. 

• The poorest countries are forced to choose between debt and development. Over 1 in 5 developing 
countries spend more than 20% of GDP on servicing public debt. Developing countries pay $50 bn more 
in debt repayments than they receive in loans and ODA.

• 2 billion women and girls lack social protection, with 94% of nations with World Bank and IMF loans 
having cut investments in public education, health and social protection since 2022.

• Fiscal distress weakens social cohesion. Already squeezed by inflated living costs, people are protesting 
proposed tax hikes. 

Key messages

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/FM/Issues/2024/10/23/fiscal-monitor-october-2024
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2024/03/28/the-fiscal-and-financial-risks-of-a-high-debt-slow-growth-world
http://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpops/ecb.op303~eaa6fe6583.en.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877343524000010
https://data.undp.org/insights/debt-in-developing-economies
https://african.business/2024/09/finance-services/taming-africas-debt-monster
https://data.undp.org/insights/debt-in-developing-economies
https://data.undp.org/insights/debt-in-developing-economies
https://www.devex.com/news/global-south-now-repays-more-in-debt-than-it-gets-in-grants-and-loans-107490
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/press/press-releases/dispiriting-dangerous-anti-development-education-and-health-cuts-by-nearly-every-country-under-world-bank-and-imf-programs/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/05/business/global-economy-debt-inequality.html


Uneven progress on poverty
The global economy is recovering from the pandemic, but at varying speeds. A quarter of countries 

are growing at only 0.7%, while even moderate growth countries are forecast to make only minimal 

inroads into poverty reduction. Inflation erodes the spending power of the poorest most. Stubborn 

intergenerational poverty is hard to shift. At current rates, even ending extreme poverty could take 

three decades. Inclusive, sustainable growth is needed, including access to clean energy and digital 

connection, opportunities that are increasingly important for prosperity.

• Global economic growth, at 3.5% per annum in 2024, masks significant differences. Low growth and high 
debt affect poorest countries with the steepest debt/development tradeoffs most.  At current rates, it 
could take a century to eliminate poverty for half of humanity living on less than $6.85/day. 

• Of the 1.1 billion people living in acute multidimensional poverty, 40% live in conflict.

• Roughly 1 billion children experience multidimensional poverty – lacking food, water, shelter, education 
and health care. Around 333 million children live in extreme poverty. 

• Only 7% of people live in low inequality countries. Women’s share of total income remains below 35%, a 
mere 5% increase since 1990. Persistent inequalities reinforce the gender pay gap.

Key messages

https://www.sustainability-conference.org/files/content/downloads/HSC%20Conference%20Paper%202024.pdf
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2024/09/19/the-worlds-poorest-countries-have-experienced-a-brutal-decade?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=18151738051&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAudG5BhAREiwAWMlSjDwRj3mEiqBbVnKOHULkXE_4UAd9UuTKAyNQ4YopGsbqUYggoDtEmhoCWngQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2024/09/19/the-worlds-poorest-countries-have-experienced-a-brutal-decade?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=18151738051&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAudG5BhAREiwAWMlSjDwRj3mEiqBbVnKOHULkXE_4UAd9UuTKAyNQ4YopGsbqUYggoDtEmhoCWngQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://african.business/2024/09/finance-services/taming-africas-debt-monster
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/10/15/ending-poverty-for-half-the-world-could-take-more-than-a-century#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20Oct.%2015%2C%202024%20%E2%80%93%20At%20today%E2%80%99s%20feeble,World%20Bank%E2%80%99s%20new%20Poverty%2C%20Prosperity%2C%20and%20Planet%20Report.
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2024-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/3adf6e09-ae8f-5551-acae-9cb6ae63376a/content
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2024/09/advancing-gender-equality-in-the-world-of-work


Digital development
Digital tech and AI are reshaping our lives in ways we don’t fully understand. From digital public 

infrastructure to new drivers of economic growth to changing human behaviours, digital tech could 

transform development and help developing countries leapfrog to inclusive growth. AI holds even more 

radical (if contested) potential. Governance is vital to ensure an equitable, human-rights centered 

approach, especially given the disruptive power of “big tech” and the speed of change. That includes the 

environmental impact of digital, accelerating fast with data centres’ appetite for water and energy. 

• Digital tech and AI are essential to prosperity. Bringing the whole world online could lift 7% of the world out of 
poverty and add $6.7 trillion to GDP. Growth in Digital Financial Services has translated into opportunities and 
resilience for the poor, particularly women. But 2.6 billion people remain offline, most in low-income countries. 
Current digital access gaps result in unequal access to and representation in data sets .

• The skills/resources gap has widened, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. Gender gaps in the AI 
talent pool reflect broader gender gaps in STEM studies. 

• The environmental impact of digital: the cloud has a bigger carbon footprint than the airline industry, data 
centers use more electricity than France.

• Disinformation, misinformation, hate speech and anti-gender content inciting harm are more widely 
disseminated through digital platforms, contributing to social polarization, mental health issues, and posing 
risks to peace and democratic stability. Governments are considering age restrictions and stricter content 
controls for social platforms.

• Safety and ethical threats exist with digitalization, if safeguards and regulations are not put in place.

Key messages

https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/01/the-action-that-needs-to-be-taken-now-to-close-the-digital-divide/
https://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/230281588169110691/Digital-Financial-Services.pdf
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/reports/statistics/2023/10/10/ff23-internet-use/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/01/the-action-that-needs-to-be-taken-now-to-close-the-digital-divide/
https://iap.unido.org/articles/digital-skills-global-south-gaps-needs-and-progress
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/reports/statistics/2022/11/24/ff22-the-gender-digital-divide/#:~:text=The%20world%20takes%20a%20small%20step%20towards%20digital%20gender%20parity.
https://unctad.org/publication/digital-economy-report-2024
https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/the-staggering-ecological-impacts-of-computation-and-the-cloud/#:~:text=The%20Cloud%20now%20has%20a%20greater%20carbon%20footprint,usage%20might%20drop%20as%20much%20as%2025%20percent.
https://www.iea.org/reports/electricity-2024/executive-summary
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/global-evidence-on-the-prevalence-and-impact-of-online-gender-based-violence-ogbv/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-information-integrity-en.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/03/briefing/age-verification.html


Human mobility intensifies
Population mobility is intensifying, driven by intersecting causes including conflict, climate 

change and lack of economic opportunity at home. Without progress towards poverty eradication 

and other SDGs, more people may decide to migrate in search of a better life, with unpredictable 

consequences for societies and economies. Conversations around migration focus on the 

challenges of host countries, but migration has positive impacts too. 

• Migration is increasing and international routes are changing and multiplying, driven by intersecting 
causes. 

• The global "double speed" economy is draining talent from slow growth to richer markets. There is a 
high gender imbalance of migrant workers in some regions, while migratory limitations in many 
countries restrict women’s mobility. Some countries with declining birth rates are increasing legal 
immigration.

• While most human migration is driven by economic considerations, climate and conflict are growing 
causes. By 2050, 216 million people could be displaced by climate-related events. By April 2024, over 
120 million people were forcibly displaced by conflict and violence. The number of refugees exceeded 
43 million in 2023, a record. At least 63,350 people died while migrating internationally (2014-2023).

• Remittances ($831 bn in 2022) far exceed ODA and recently overtook foreign direct investment.

Key messages

https://www.iom.int/news/world-migration-report-2024-reveals-latest-global-trends-and-challenges-human-mobility
https://www.unicef.ch/en/current/blog/2024-06-19/world-refugee-day-biggest-migration-routes-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2023/12/11/global-migration-in-the-21st-century-navigating-the-impact-of-climate-change-conflict-and-demographic-shifts
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2024
https://www.ft.com/content/c11ef0af-717b-4266-817d-533426363aa7
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/opinion/article/2024/06/26/caught-between-a-need-for-manpower-and-nationalism-lies-japan-s-taboo-immigration-policy_6675756_23.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/opinion/article/2024/06/26/caught-between-a-need-for-manpower-and-nationalism-lies-japan-s-taboo-immigration-policy_6675756_23.html
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/migration
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/environmental-migration
https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends-report-2023
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.migrationdataportal.org/sites/g/files/tmzbdl251/files/2024-09/EN-26-Sep-Key-Figures-update.pdf
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/what-we-do/world-migration-report-2024-chapter-2/international-remittances


Demographic change & diversity
Demographic change is a megatrend with far-reaching implications for sustainable development. 

Growing concerns about demographic change are undermining the acceleration of the 2030 Agenda. 

The Pact for the Future pledged to “Strengthen cooperation among States in their response to 

demographic trends and realities, such as rapid population growth, declining birth rates and ageing 

populations, as well as in addressing the interlinkages between population issues and development 

across all regions.”

• The world population reached 8.1 billion in 2024 and will continue to grow. This masks growing 

demographic diversity: Almost 70% of people live in countries with a fertility rate below the replacement 

level of 2.1.

• Declining birth rates and increasing life expectancy that results in rapid population ageing. Women tend 

to live longer, so comprise most older persons (and receive lower pensions), while young women care 

for the young and elderly. 

• Demographic change affects the demand for health, education, work and social protection, with 

implications for reaching the SDGs. Yet not many countries account for demographic change in a timely 

and comprehensive manner.

• The idea of a “Population Crisis” has led to a new generation of pro-natalist policies. There is a need to 

help countries build resilience to and take advantage of demographic change through rights-based 

population policies.

Key messages

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-09/progress-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-gender-snapshot-2024-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2015/UNwomen-PolicyBrief03-ProtectingWomensIncomeSecurityInOldAge-en.pdf
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/programme_of_action_Web%20ENGLISH.pdf


• Global freedom declined for the 18th consecutive year in 2023. Political rights and civil liberties diminished in 52 

countries, for one-fifth of global citizens. Progress in advancing human rights and gender equality is 

being jeopardized. 

• The withdrawal of countries from established international legal frameworks and mechanisms threatens the 

legitimacy of the post-World War II human rights architecture and endangers the global capacity to solve 

collective challenges, including setting and implementing norms and standards for gender equality and 

advancing human rights. Feminist Foreign Policies in some countries offer some optimism. 

• Polarisation is growing, fueled by mis/disinformation, ranked the highest short-term risk for the first time in 

2024. A growing gender-ideological gap threatens social cohesion and progress on equality.

• Empowered by digital technologies, social movements are amplifying their message and reach on the 

environment, racial justice and equity, indigenous rights, youth representation, peace and women's rights.

Enduring struggles in human rights 
Global human rights face unprecedented pressures from converging forces, rising authoritarianism and 

shrinking civic spaces, and technological advances, creating both opportunities and threats. Support for 

parties with anti-immigration, nationalist or anti-women's rights policies is growing. As discrimination 

and prejudice are increasingly legitimized, ideals of solidarity, diversity and pluralism are being put to 

the test. These challenges are amplified by inequalities and ideological divides, particularly among 

youth, requiring new approaches to safeguard universal values. 

Key messages

https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/FIW_2024_DigitalBooklet.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/073/47/pdf/g2407347.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/10/reclaiming-human-rights-changing-world-order/1-human-rights-evolution-devolution
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2023/09/policy-brief-gender-responsive-approaches-to-foreign-policy-and-the-2030-agenda-feminist-foreign-policies
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/29fd9b5c-2f35-41bf-9d4c-994db4e12998
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-soc-073117-041307
https://knowledge.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/brief-women-environmental-human-rights-defenders-en.pdf
https://time.com/6046299/fighting-injustice-world/
https://minorityrights.org/minority-and-indigenous-trends-2020/
https://www.undp.org/blog/youth-leading-way-good-governance-bangladesh
https://www.graygroupintl.com/blog/peace-movement
https://www.ohchr.org/en/women/women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/op-ed/2024/03/op-ed-looking-to-the-sun-pushing-forward-for-gender-equality
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/op-ed/2024/03/op-ed-looking-to-the-sun-pushing-forward-for-gender-equality


Translation of commitments to gender equality into action is failing, and is further threatened by 

polarization, pushback, threats to multilateralism and eroding democracy. Decreasing financing for 

development, along with constrained public finances and debt distress, mean less investment in 

gender equality. Women remain deprived of their rights, and the world is missing out on their 

potential. It is more important than ever to achieve gender equality through the broader 

transformations of development and structural change, not only to tackle individual inequalities.

• Only two SDG5 indicators or sub-indicators are close to target. Despite improvements, at current pace, the 

global gender gap will take 100 years to close – costing the world $10 trillion p/a in lost economic potential. 

Unpaid care work keeps 708 million women out of the labour market. 

• Withdrawal from international conventions and reversal of legal frameworks crucial for women’s rights is 

cause for concern and expansion of anti-rights movements; at an individual level, 9 out of 10 men and 

women hold biases against women.

• Women are not physically secure: one woman or girl is killed every 10 minutes by their partner or relative. 

In conflict zones, the proportion of women killed doubled from 2022 to 2023; the incidence of child 

marriage can be over 16% higher. 

• Gaps in sex- and age-disaggregated data render women’s and girls’ needs and contributions invisible, and 

undermine financing for gender equality and women’s rights. 

Key messages

Women’s rights – the foundation of 
sustainable development

https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-2024/digest/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2017/11/the-gender-gap-actually-got-worse-in-2017/#:~:text=The%20gender%20gap%20is%20the,%2C%20education%2C%20economics%20and%20politics.
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2017/11/the-gender-gap-actually-got-worse-in-2017/#:~:text=The%20gender%20gap%20is%20the,%2C%20education%2C%20economics%20and%20politics.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/explainer/progress-on-womens-rights-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-takeaways-from-un-womens-gender-snapshot-2024
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/unpaid-care-work-prevents-708-million-women-participating-labour-market
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/feature-story/2023/08/women-in-afghanistan-from-almost-everywhere-to-almost-nowhere
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2023-gender-social-norms-index-gsni#/indicies/GSNI
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/11/one-woman-or-girl-is-killed-every-10-minutes-by-their-intimate-partner-or-family-member
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/10/war-on-women-women-killed-in-armed-conflicts-double-in-2023
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43545-024-00940-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43545-024-00940-7
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures


No development without health
Health is both a key driver of development outcomes and an early indicator of progress or backsliding.  

Yet financing for health services, already strained by Covid, is often first to be cut, particularly in 

countries burdened by debt. Some basic health indicators have stalled, even regressed, in the last two 

decades. Reproductive and sexual health is fundamental to individuals and families and to social and 

economic development. Scientific advances offer promise, but will they deliver better health for all?

Key messages

• Increase in the number of people pushed into poverty due to out-of-pocket health expenditure. 3.3 billion people live 

in countries where interest on government debt exceeds spending on health or education.

• Where population growth is most rapid, health systems remain fragile, with inadequate financing, infrastructure and 

workforces. Diverse population dynamics across the world will lead to differentiated service demand, including for 

Assisted Reproductive Technology.

• 1 in 5 children worldwide are still stunted. Vaccination numbers and progress in reducing maternal mortality have 

stalled, despite expanded knowledge of its causes and prevention. Just 10 countries account for 60% of global 

maternal and newborn deaths. Noncommunicable diseases are on the rise, while communicable diseases like HIV are 

declining.

• On current trends, some 35 million children will die before turning 5 from 2023 to 2030 - about half among neonates, 

and 60% in sub-Saharan Africa.

• Climate, pandemics, crisis and inequalities intersect with health. Climate change is expected to cause 250,000 

additional deaths a year, 2030-2050. Women and girls in conflict urgently need sexual and reproductive healthcare

https://data.unicef.org/resources/sofi-2024/
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/367617/9789240073678-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/mortality-and-global-health-estimates/ghe-leading-causes-of-death
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-03-2022-one-health-is-critical-to-addressing-zoonotic-public-health-threats-and-environmental-issues
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health


Children and youth

Despite progress over the last two decades, children and young people face interconnected crises 

that threaten the progress made since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

nearly 35 years ago. Their living contexts are complex and diverse; their rights are often 

misunderstood or disregarded.

• Malnutrition leaves one in three children under 5, or 200 million children, not growing well, while at 
least two in three children aged 6 to 23 months are not fed the minimum diet they need to grow, 
develop and learn to their full potential.

• 214 million schoolchildren missed more than three-quarters of in-person instruction due to school 
closures in the pandemic

• Every year nearly a billion children worldwide are regularly subjected to physical punishment by their 
caregivers. Approximately one in 10 girls under the age of 20 have experienced sexual violence.

• Nearly 1.7 billion children live in countries with complex emergencies driven by inequality and fragility. 
655 million live in areas where heatwaves have increased by 200% since the 1960s. 

• High rates of youth unemployment, lack of access to quality education and barriers to accessing health 
services

• While HIV is declining, adolescent girls represent over 80% of new infections in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
over 61% in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

Key messages

https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/?utm_source=urlshortener&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=sowc24
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086232
https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/?utm_source=urlshortener&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=sowc24
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-progress-adolescent-girls-continue-bear-brunt-hiv-epidemic-98000-new
https://data.unicef.org/adp/snapshots/gender-equality/
https://data.unicef.org/adp/snapshots/gender-equality/


Thank you



Breakout group work: guiding questions

1. From your perspective, do these trends resonate 
with the evolving international development 
landscape?

2. What, if anything, is missing?
3. What are the implications of these trends for our 

shared objectives and the work of the UN Funds 
and Programmes?
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