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Figure 1: Account ownership by sex, in 98 developing countries
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Figure 2: Account ownership by sex and income
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Figure 3: Account ownership by sex and region
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LITERATURE REVIEW: GENDER AND OVERSEAS MIGRATION
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The point of gender sensitivity 
in the analysis lies not 

just in “after the fact” but 
also “before the fact”. For 
example, while after the 
fact refers to analyzing 

differences in remittance 
behavior between male and 

female migrants, there is 
the before the fact where 

they were playing different 
roles and expectations in 
their respective families, 
clans and communities. 
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Economic vs. Social Framework of Analyzing Overseas Migration
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“At present, there is no single theory... by social 
scientists to account for the emergence and 

perpetuation of international migration throughout 
the world, only a fragmented set of theories that 

have developed largely in isolation from one another, 
sometimes but not always segmented by disciplinary 

boundaries” (Massey in Pfeiffer, 2006).
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Migration as Social Process Easily Accommodates Gender Perspectives
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Migration as Economic Decision of Individuals / Households within a  
Social Process / Context
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Table 1: Household-level decision-making processes vis-à-vis migration, 
remittances and gender

Description of the 
migrant

Intended 
beneficiaries of their 

migratory project

Decision-making 
participants / 

consent

Particular features

n
o n n Spouse tion

Unmarried young n n n Parents o
o n n n

n o C n o tion n
tion n on
tion

Source: Ribas, Basa and dela Rosa (2007)

n n o o n n n
n n n n o o

o n tion ti ti n o
n n n o o n o o o

o o ti o o on o
n o n n on n n o n o o

o noti n n n o n o
n on tion oo o o ti n tin o n

n n n o o o on tion n
o n n n n n



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     27

n o n o on n n n
tion n n tion o o n n

n o n n o
o tion on o n o o tion o

no n o no o n o
n o o n

o n n n ti
on n n o no n n o n o n

n n o n n no
n o o n n o

o n n n n
o no o n o o o
o tion o n n n o oo

This was one of the main reasons why migrants incurred debts. As for 
n n o o o n n

n ti tion n n o o
n n o tion no o ntion n n n

on tion n n o n n n ti tion
o o n o n n nti

o n o n n n n n
n n

C o n o n o n o
n n n on o o n o o n

n n tion o n o
o o n n n n o

n n o n n n n o o n o
n o o n

• o n o n o n n o
n n n o o n o on n o ti n o
o o o o no n

n o o o no
n o o o o n n o n o o n

tion n o ti n o
n o o o n o o ti o



28 | Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines

• o n o n n n

• n o o o o n n o
o n on n no o o n n n n o

n o n o o n o o no n o o  
n o

• n n n n n no o n n n
o o o n o

on tion n n on n
n n n n n on o o

o o n o o o n o n no o
o on n

• n o n n o nti o n n n
o n n n o o ti o

on n no o o o n
n o n n o n n n
o n o

n o on o n
n n o on tion n n n

n n n on on
n o n o n

o o o n n n n n
o n o n n o n n

non n o o o o o n n
non n o o o n n o o
n non n o o o n
o noti n n tion tion o n n n

o o o o n n o o o o
n o n n n

n tion ti ti ti n o n
n n on ti n n n n
o n tion o n n n o n n

o ti o on o o n
n o o n n tin

o o o n o n n



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     29

o on n n Co n o
o n n o o n o o o

on n n n o n n n o n
o n non o o on o

noti o o on o
on n n n o on o o ti

o n o o n o n o o
n n

n n ti oo n
o n n C n o n n n n

o o n o n n
o n n o on n

o o o n o o o
n n o o o n

o tion o n o o n non n
o o n o o tion o n

n o o o n o n
n on n o o

Photo: UN Women



30 | Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines

o o tion
o o n

tion
tendency for sons than husbands 
n o
o n n on

on o n
n o o n n
tion tion

were higher in farming that in 
n o

o tion n ti n
o o o o tion

o o n ti
o o o n
n n ti o o n n

n o n o n
n n

o on o
n o n n

bargaining power within the 
o o n n n

tion n n o
o o o

o
n o

o n
Research Center of Stanford 
n o o n

o tion o o
o o o

n o n n o
o o o
o o o

whose husbands were overseas. 
on n o

o o o
n n n o tion

o n
o n

o n
on on

o o
nn n o n

n
o o n

o on
no

Pajaron’s study is an 
o o nti ti

ono o n o  
oo n  
on n o tion

n o n
o n n on

n o o
o n o n
o o n n n

o tion n
n n

n o o n o o
n n o

o o
o

on n
o tion o n

when a husband was not present 
o on o o n o o
o n
o n
n o
o o o o n o o n

o oo o o
o n o tion

n n
n n on oo n tion



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     31

o o n
n

o n on o o
n o o ti ti no
n n

o n o
o o o
o n o n
tion o
o o

o n tion
n n o o o
n n n o o

o tion oo
n o

n on tion n
o

tion n
o
o n n

o o o n o
tion n

o o tion

Unlad Kabayan on o n n
o o o n o n n n
o n o on n o o

n n o o n

• n o n o tion n n
o o o n o n

• ono o n o o
n o o o o n o

n o o n o n

• o n n n
on o n n n ti
o n o o n n o o n o

Photo: UN Women / Pornvit Visitoran



32 | Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines

o on n n o on n no o n o
o n

• o o n n
o n

• o n ono n on o n n
o n n o on n

o o n o
o n n

• n o n n o on n
o o n n o o o

n o n

• o n n n n n n o
o on n o

• n n n o o on n o n n

• n n on n n n
n o n o

o n o n

o n o on
and Unlad Kabayan o n n o tion on
n tion n tion n n n n n

n n o n ti o o n on
o n n n n n tion n on

o o o on n oo
nti n o tion o o n

o n o tin tion o n o n o n
n o o o o ti o n

n o n n n n o
n o o o nti ti n n
ti o o n o
n n n on tion n n n

o on n o o n nti ti n
o n ti o tin o

o n o nti ti n ti o
o on n nti ti n ti n n



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     33

FRAMEWORK OF THE STUDY

An Illustration of the Social 
Process before Constructing 
the Empirical Model
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Figure 4: Analytical Framework—Overseas Migration as a Social Process
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PROFILE: MIGRATION, REMITTANCES AND GENDER  
IN THE PHILIPPINES
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Table 2: Stock estimates of overseas Filipinos, as of 2013

Region Permanent Temporary Irregular Total

Global Totals 4,925,797 4,221,041 1,342,790 10,489,628

Percentage to  
o o

Land-based overseas 
migrants 4,925,797 3,854,176 1,342,790 10,122,763

Africa

East and Southeast 
Asia

Europe

Americas and Trust 
Territories

n

Sea-based overseas 
migrants -- 366,865 -- 366,865

• Permanent Immigrants – Persons whose stay do not depend on employment. These are 
legal permanent residents abroad, including those naturalized in their host country. 

• Temporary - Persons whose stay overseas is employment-related, and who are expected to 
return at the end of their work contracts. 

• Irregular - Those not properly documented, without valid residence or work permits, or 
who are overstaying in a foreign country. 

Sources: Department of Foreign Affairs, Philippine Overseas Employment Administration, 
Commission on Filipinos Overseas
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Figure 5: Temporary overseas Filipinos (deployed new  hires) by sex
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Figure 6: Permanent overseas Filipinos by sex
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Figure 7: Overseas Filipinos’ remittances (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas)
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Figure 8: Growth of overseas Filipinos’ remittances vis-à-vis migrant stock 
(Covering years with comparable data)
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Figure 9: Occupational grouping of temporary and permanent 
migrants (POEA and CFO) 
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Data on Migration, Remittances and Gender
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Table 3: Share of migrant workers by age group

Year 2002

Age groups/
Number  
(in 000)

Sex
Total

Age 
groups/

Percentage

 Percentage Share

Male Female Male Female

Totals (000) 554 502 1056 Percentage 100% 100%

37

83

n o n o

Year 2013

Age groups/
Number  
(in 000)

Sex
Total

Age 
groups/

Percentage

 Percentage Share

Male Female Male Female

Totals (000) 1116 1092 2208 Percentage 100% 100%

n o n o

Source: Survey on Overseas Filipinos, 2002 and 2013
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Table 4: Share of migrant workers by occupation and average remittances

2002
Share to total Average monthly remittance 

(USD)

Male Female Male Female

ti n n 4.3

o on 8.8 8.4

Technicians 7.8 4.8

C 3.6 7.6

o

o

n n n
o

o n n

2013
Share to total Average monthly remittance 

(USD)

Male Female Male Female

ti n n

o on

Technicians

C 7.3

o

o

n n n
o

o n n

Authors’ estimates using average peso-dollar exchange rate for the period.
Source: Survey on Overseas Filipinos, 2002 and 2013
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Figure 10: Sex rati o of migrant workers (Survey on Overseas Filipinos)

Figure 11: Total number of migrant workers (Survey on Overseas Filipinos)
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n o o o n (The discussion 
on signifi cant diff erences surrounding remitt ances and asset-building 
behavior by gender is to be found in secti ons 7 and 8). 
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Key Realities on the Philippine Migration and Deployment Process
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• Recruitment Practices: Most recruitment is done through the 
n n o n o n n o o
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It is necessary and critical to characterize the 
environment, as well as the nature, of the 

migration and deployment process implemented 
by the Philippines, as quite a number of features 
present real hindrances or impediments to the 
empowerment of migrant workers, including 

women migrant workers.
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GENDER DIFFERENCES ON OVERSEAS 
WORKERS AND REMITTANCES
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Photo: UN Women

n o n n o o
n o o o n n n ti

nn o n n
on nn o tion on n
n n n n o o n n o
n n n o o n no n

n n n o o
o n o on o n o n n n n
o o n ti n n o n n n no n

n o n n
no n n n n n n n

o tion n on tion n n n n o n ti tion
n ti o o o no n n o

o tion o n o n
o n n (see Table 6) found using 

the same merged data sets.
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Table 5: Means test of selected variables

Variable Mean 
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

Age 37.74

o

on n n

o o on o ti

C n o
n n o n on n

o n o o n

tion n o

o o tion o n n o o o n o

o o tion o n o o o o n o

o o tion o n o

o n n

o n o n

o n o n n n

n n n ti n n

o o o tion

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
***Coded – please see appendix for details

n o n o
n o n n o

n n n o o n o

o o n o o oo n n
o o n o on

o o n o on o
non o o n on tin o o o

n n o on o o n

3. o o n o on non oo
n n o n o n on tion

n n n n n
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on n n n o on o
n nti n n n o n n

n o n o n
n o n n n o n n

o o o o o o o no n n
o o n on o n

o n

Asset build-up. o n n
o n o
n n n n ti n o n tion o

o n n o o n n o
o o o

n n n ti n n on n
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Table 6: Means test of selected annual family expenditures

Family Expenditure Variable  
(PhP in annual)

Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

o n  
n non

o n n
o oo n
o oo n n n
o oo n n
o n n
o n n
o n tion

expenditure
o o n
o on non o o
o n on n
o n on o o 633
o non oo n
o n on
o n n
o n on oo
o n on n o n o
o n on tion
o n
o n on n o n
o o n
o o n n n n
o n n n ti n

premiums
o n
o n o
o n
o o o tion

* Interpretation: The two groups (male and female) are significantly different. 
**  Interpretation: The two groups (male and female) are significantly and strongly different. 
No asterisk means there are no significant differences between men OFWs and women OFWs. 
Many tests that showed no insignificant differences are not shown to save space.
Please refer to the Appendix section for variable codes.
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Table 7: Determinants of remittances of Overseas Filipino Workers, 2003

Variable 
(Dependent Variable: Log of Cash Remitted)

Coefficient 
(also x100%) T-value

tion o n n n

Country abroad

tion n n

n o

Age

tion o o

o o o o n o n n n

o o o n o n n n

o o o n

o oo n o

on n tion n n n

Number of observations = 1,864.

o o tion on n n o n
o o

tin tion o n o n n n n
o n o n tin tion o n o

o o on o o tion o n
o n n n n n n n

tin tion o n o o tion o o
o no o ti o n

o on n

tion o n n n n o
on n n o n o
n o on o n o tion n n

(see Table 7) n n n tion o
n n n n

3. n n n n
o o o
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4. o n n on n n
n o n o n n

tion o o o n non
o o n o o
o o o n

6. o o o o n o n o o o n o
no n n o n o o o n

ti n n o o
n tion o n non o o o o n o

7. o o o n n n n n
o o n n o oo

expenditures at home. 

8. on o n n n

n no n
n no n n o o n
n on o o tion o n o

n o o
o n n o n no o o tion o n o

n o no o n o o o no
o o tion tio o o n o n

tio o n o o o n o o o n o
o o n n n o o

o o on n o o o n o n
tion n o n o

o o n ti o o n n o
n o o o o o n o

n o tion n n n o o o
tio n n n n n

n o n tin o n
o o ti n n n
ti n tion n n no
n ti o o o tion o

n tion n tio o
n o n o o o o n o n

n o n o no n
o o tion o n n o
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MICRO CASE STUDIES ON GENDER  
AND FILIPINO REMITTANCES

T n o o n n
o n tion o o

o
n o o
on n ti

n o o
research projects by Ang and 

n no o o n on
n tin n n

o o n

o
n n n

C n n
o o n C C

o oo
o n o o

n n
n n o n n

n ti
o n
n

ti n
on n n

o
n n o o n

Two rounds of RICART had 
n n

on n
n ti o o n

Maribojoc in the Camarines Sur 
n o o o n ti

o n
n n on

o n o C

on n n o
n n n o n

having no migrant member were 
added as survey respondents.

o n n n o
n n o

n n n
ti o n n

n o
n n

o n n n n
n o o n n
o o o n
o n ti o

tionn ti
o ti tion on n

n n n
n n n o n

o ti
tion on n n

n n o
two rounds of RICART are 
presented in this paper.

o n n ti o n
n o n o n o

o o o n n
tion on oo
o n o
on o o

n o o o
n on

on
n ti

number of both temporary and 
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n n n n n on n
n o o o n o o o

o n o ti o n

n o C o o
on tion o n n o o o n

o o on on o n o o n
n n n o ti n

o o n n o C
n n

Means Test between Households with Male or Female  
Migrants in Pandi

n n n n o o n
n n n o n (see Table 8) n o o n

o o
n tion

n

3. o n o o o on n

4. n n o n

on n

6. n n n

7. n n on n

o n n n o  
n n o n o o n n

o n n
on o o o o

o o on n
n o o n n n

o o n o o on n
o n o o o n n n

o o o o n n o o

o n tion n o o n
o n n o on o on

n o tin
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Table 8: Means Test for the RICART Survey in Pandi, Bulacan

Variable Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

o o n o

n o ti n n

Age

o o ti n n

n

tion o on n

o o o on n

o o o

o o n o n n o o

on n

n n

o o o tion 47

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
***Coded – please see appendix for details

o o o n n n n o n n
on on n o o o n o
n o n o o n on on oo n

n o n o ti onn o n
o o n o n o o o o n o

no n n n o n o n
o no n n n n o n

o n ti tion n o ti o o
n on on o o n o o o o

o n o n n o o no n
o o n n o n

n n n n o o n
n n n o n on o o n

n
o n o o o on n

on n
n n



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     63

Table 8.1: Means Test (Male - Female)  
Monthly Expenditures of Pandi, Bulacan (in PhP)

Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

oo n on n

on n on n o tion

on n on ti ti

on n on o o o tion

on n on on  
n

on n on o n

on n on tion

on n on o n tion

on n on tion

on n

on n on non

on n on --- --- ---

on n on n

on n on o o
maintenance and repairs

Expenses on taxes

n on o on

n on

on n n o ti tion

n on n n o

o o

on n on

on o n 43.47

o o on o n

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
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n oo n n
o o n n o o n

n o on o n n n
n o o n n tion o n o n

n tion o oo o o n
n o o o o n n o o on

n on o o o o
on no n tion

o n

Means Test between Households with Male or Female  
Migrants in Maribojoc
n o o o n o o

n on n
n n n o n (see Table 9) 

n o o n

o

o o n n o

3. n n nn

4. n n

o o o on n

n o o
n n n n n

tion o n nn o n n ti
o n n on o o
n o o n
tin n o n o n

o n o o n n o o n o o
n n o o n n

no n n n no n n n on on
o n nn n o ti n
n n o ti o o n n n
o n n

n o n n n o n n
n n o o n n n o o
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n o n o on n n n
o o on n o o o n

on n oo n o tion n ti ti n
on n n tion o o n n
o n on

no n n n n tion
tion n o n tion o oo

o o n n o on n no n n
o n on n n

o ti tion o o n n o o n o
n n o o o o n o o
n n n n o n

n n n o n
n o o n

n n

o o o on n

Table 9: Means test for the RICART survey in Maribojoc, Bohol

Variable Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

o o n o

n o ti n n

Age

o o ti n n

n n

tion o on n 6.8888

o o o on n

on n

o o o tion 67

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
***Coded – please see appendix for details
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Table 9.1: Means Test (Male - Female)  
Monthly Expenditures of Maribojoc, Bohol (in PhP)

Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

oo n on n

on n on n o tion

on n on ti ti

on n on o o o tion

on n on on n

on n on o n

on n on tion

on n on o n tion

on n on tion

on n

on n on non --- --- ---

on n on

on n on n --- --- ---

on n on o o n n n
and repairs

Expenses on taxes

n on o on

n on

on n n o ti tion

n on n n o

on o n

o o on o n

on o n

o o on o n

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
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Means Test between Households with Male or Female  
Migrants in Magarao

o o n o o on
n n n no on o

n o n o n o oo n o
n on n on C o

n  (see Table 10) o no n n n

n n on n n n on
o o n n n
n o o tion o n

o o n n o n
on n n

n o n o n n
no n n o o tion o o n o o

Table 10: Means test for the RICART survey in Magarao, Camarines Sur
Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

n o ti n n
Age
o o ti n n

n n
o o o on n
on n
o o o tion

* Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 10% level
** Interpretation: the two groups (male and female) indicate a significant difference at 5% level
***Coded – please see appendix for details

n o n n n
no n o o n n on o

o o o tion n n n o o
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Table 10.1: Means Test (Male - Female)  
Monthly Expenditures of Magarao, Camarines Sur  

(in PhP, other than indicated)

Mean  
(Male)

Mean 
(Female) T-value

o o o o o n o o o
o n

oo n on n

on n on n o tion

on n on ti ti

on n on o o o tion

on n on on n

on n on o n

on n on tion

on n on o n tion

on n on tion

on n

on n on non

on n on

on n on n 8.3

on n on o o n n n
and repairs

Expenses on taxes

n on o on

n on

on n n o ti tion

n on n n o .83333

o o

on n on

on o n

o o on o n

*- significant at p-value < .10
**- significant at p-value< .05
***-binary – 1 (yes), 0 (no)
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Summary
o n o n n ti no

o n n n tion o n tion o n
n o n n n o
n n o n n o o o o n

n o no n n n n ti

ti o o o o tion o
o n n n o

n n n o
o n o no o o tion n o o

on n on

o o n o n o
n n n n o o o

n o n n o o o o
on o o n o on n o

n o n o o tion n on o
n n on n o oo n n o

o o o

on o C o on n
o o o o n n n n
n o n n no on n n

n n n o o n
o n n n o

C o ntin o o
on n o o o

n n ti

n n tion o n n tion n
n ti n o o o n o

on tion ti ti n o tion n o n tion o
o o o n o on

n oo o o o o n o
n o on n o o n n n on

n o o o n o
on n n o o o n

o n o n
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GENDER AND REMITTANCE DYNAMICS

T ti n o n o n
n tion o o o n o nti ti

ti ti n o on
on on n n n n

n n o n n n on o o on o
o o n n n o o o n

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Data on Philippine Financial Inclusion
n n n o o o on o

o n o o n ti on o
o n n o o o o n o

o o on o
o n o o o o o n n o n o n

o o o o o n n n o on n
n on o n o o o o n n

o on on o n n on o ntin
o o on o o n o n o o on

on n tion

n o n n n n ti
n n ti ntin n o o n o ti
n n ti n n n n o
ti n n ti ti o no n n n o
ti n n ti o o o n o

n ti no n n n on
o n ti n n ti o o n o ti n
n ti n o n n n (see Table 11).

ti n on o n n n on n o
on o n o n o n n n ti tion

o n o n o n
no o n o o n o o

n n o tin n o n o n
o on n o n tion n n on n on
o n o n (Figure 12 is a GIS map of the banking 

presence in different areas of the country).
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Table 11: Banking presence in the Philippines

2012 2013

Cities and 
municipalities 

(N)

 Percentage to 
national total

Cities and 
municipalities 

(N)

 Percentage to 
national total

n n
presence

o n n
presence 37.4

o n n
presence but 
with other access 
points

o n
access point

o o n n
on

access point
86.7 87.4

Source: Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (2014, but citing 2013 figures)

o n o n n n on n n
n n o on n o n o no

n ti n n n o n n o n
o n n o o o ti o

• n o o o no o o o o o n o
o o n no o o n o n o o o

o o n o

• n o o o n o o o n

• n o n o n o o o n
o o n n n

• o o o n o n n o n n

• n n tion o on o no
o o o n

• o on on o no o o o no n
savings account (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas). 
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Uses of Remittances
on Con tion

C C no o o o ono n
on o oo n n n o
o o n o on o n
oo n n n o o tion o n n

n n o o n o o
o n o n n n o (see Figure 13) n

o o n n o n n
n C n Bangko Sentral even 

n n o n o o n
o o o n n n n n on o

o n n n o
n n tion o o n o n
n o on n o n on o n n
o o o no n n n o tion o
n n o n o n

Figure  12: Banking presence in the Philippines (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas)
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Figure 13: Uses of remitt ances by households with Overseas Filipino Workers 
(Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ quarterly Consumer Expectati ons Survey)

Remitt ance Industry Landscape
o o o n o o n

n n n ti n n
n o o n n n

o n n o n n n o n n n

o n o o o n n
n n o n

• n n n ti ti n n o
n n n on n n o

n n o n no n o n n n n ti tion n
on n o n tion

• o n o n n n n n
o n n n n n n o n
n o o o o o n o
n n n o n n oo non n n n
n ti tion oo ti n o n n n ti tion
o n
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• n o o o o n
no o n n o n on n

n n n n n n n o n
no on n o n o

o n nti n o tition o
o n n n no
o on n o o n o n o n

n n o on o n
exchange spreads to earn.

• o n n n n n n ti tion o n n n
o n n n

Co o tion n o o n n
o n ontin n n

o n o n n o n o n o
o o o n n o n

o n n on n n o n n o

• n o tion o o o n
n n o n o o

n nn o n n n o n o n
o o n n o n n nn n

ti o o o tion o n n n o
o n o o n n
Co on on no o n o
o n Co n C

“Financial literacy, or the lack of it, appears to be 
the other weak link in harnessing migration’s gains 
for productive use by migrants and their families, 

who in the final analysis, are the ones who make the 
decisions on the use of their money.”
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Photo: UN Women

• n o n n o
o o n o o n o n n

n on n o n on o o nnon o n
o n o o n n ti n on n
n n o o o o n

n n n tion n o o ti n n
o n n n on o

on on o on

• n n n n ti tion n o
o n tion n n o n n o o n
n ti ti n o o o o o
n n o n o no n n o

n o nti o n o n
o o n n n n oo ti n n

n n n o n o n n n ti tion
o o n o n n o n on o

n n o n n non n
on n o n n o n n o
n n n ti tion
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Gender-Tailored Financial Products?
o o n n n o n o o

n n n o no tin
n o n n o n on n n o n n

n n o n o n o tion on n n
o o o no n o n

n n o o o o n C n o
no n n o o ntion n

• o o o
n o n o n o tin o o o

on o n n n n
Co n o n n n o n

o n n n n ti tion o
o n o n n tion n o n

• o n n n o n no
n o o n o o

o tion o n n o
n o n nti o n

n o

• n on on o n o n n o n
n o n n o o n n n o n o

o n n o tion n n o
at poverty-strapped women n o o o non
n n o n o o o n
o tion o n ti o o n n

on o no

• o n Co n n n Co C C
on n n o n o o n

o n n o n C C o o o n
n n o ti tion

o o n o n o n o n n n
o o o n n n o n n C C

n o o n o o n o o n
o o n n n o n n

n n o o n n n n
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• Coo ti n o n n n ti tion n n n
o no o n n n o n n no

n o n no on n o o n n
n n o oo ti
n o n n o tion n on o o

n o n o n o n n o ntin o o on
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas n n tion o
n Coo ti Co n o on on n oo ti
n n n n n n

n oo ti n on
oo ti o on n o

o n n n o o

Future Steps on Remittances and Financial Inclusion
n n o o n tion n

n n n n n ti o n
n n n n o n o o n o

ono n o o no n n
o o n n n n n ti tion

Views of financial institutions. on n n n n ti tion
n o o o n

o n n n n n n ti tion
o o n n n ti tion no n oo

n tion n o n tion n n n n ti tion
n n o o n o

n n o n o n n on tion o n
n o n

o n o ntion o o o
no n o n n o n n

n ti tion no n o no
o n n o o o o n o n n

n n n n n n o n
n n n o o no o

o n o ti ti ti ti o
n n n n on tion o o tin

o o o n o n o n
n n n o n
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n o n o nno o n n
n o o o n

A migrants’ bank? ono o C n o no
C o n o n on on n n n

n C o o n
o n n o n n  was 
on o no on n o n n n
n n o o n o nti o n o

be programmed and directed.

o n on o n n on o
n tion

n o n n o o
o on o o ono n o o no n

n o o o o o
o n on n n n n ti
o o o o tion n o n n  

n n o o o n
n o n n n n n
ti tin n n o n n n

n o n n o
n o n n o n o nno ti n n

n n n o o n n ti o o n o
n o n n n o n

n o n o n n
n o o o o n n

n n n ntion o n n
n n n o o no n

n tion o o n n
on o n o n tion n o n n tin

n n n o n o n on

C tion n o n o n n
n o n on o n n tion n o o n

n n n n ti tion on o n n n o
n no tin n n o n n o o o
o n o nti o n n n ti tion o n
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3. o o n o n n o o n n n
tion o n n no o

o on tion o n on tion
o no n o n o
n oo o o o n o n o n

n o n n

4. n n n o n n n tion
o n o o o n n

no n on o o o n
n o n n o n o n n

o tion n o n o
n n o n n

ti o o n n o
o ti o

o n on o o o tion o tion

n n o o n n n n n
o n o o no n
o no n o n o o ono n

n o n n n o n o n
o no n n n
n n n ti tion no o o tin
o n o n n o o

no n n o o ono n o n
n

With the volume of remittances flowing into the country’s 
financial systems, capitalization for the migrants’ bank 

idea may not seem to be a problem. But the condition of 
this is the “sufficient consultation” with overseas Filipinos 
and their organized groups, especially if these migrants 
may look forward to becoming shareholders, investors 

and clients of this migrants’ bank idea.
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3. C n n n n o n C n n
tion n n n no o o

n o o n n o

4. o n n n o n o n n
o n o o n

o n

o n n n o n no oo ti
o n o tion Coo ti o

tion n o o n

6. C n n n n o n o o
no n on n o

o o o o o tion  

no n o tion n n o n
o n C no n on o n n

tion n n o o n
n n o n n

n nti o n n n o
n n o o o n n n
o non n n n o n n on n
o o n n o n o o o

n n n o
Con tion no n

n tin n

Behavior in Handling Money: Some Qualitative Insights
o n n n on o n o

n n n o o o on
tion ti tion o n

o o o on o o o n
ti n o

n o o C o n n o n C n
n o n n n n n n n n n

o n n o n n o n o o tion o n o
n n n n o n n n ti o n n

o n ti on on o n n n n n n n o



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     81

n on n o n o o no
n n n n on o n n n o

n n on o

a) The knowledge of when to use the money for certain purposes; and

on n Parehas lang, kasi kapag pinadala iyung pera alam na nila 
kung saan ibabayad iyun, atsaka kung saan dadalhin. o n n

on n n n o o
no o n o n on

on n Sa’kin pareho lang, kasi syempre kapag dumating yan, 
alam mo na kung saan dadalin yan, kung saan ibubudget, kung saan 
ibibigay. o o o n n n on n

n o no o n on n o
n o on

b) Both being responsible money handlers.

on n Wala sa babae o sa lalaki ang naghahawak kung talagang 
responsible siya para sa kabutihan ng pamilya. no o

o n n n on o on o
on n n n on o n o

n o n on n tin
n n ti nti o n tion
o n on o o n n

entrusted over certain purposes such as daily expenses, debt repayment, 
and emergency expenses, among others. n tin o
may be more trusted when it comes to savings.

Photo: UN Women / Pornvit Visitoran
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Table 12: Behaviors in handling money, by purpose of the use of the 
money (one FGD group)

Purpose Mothers Fathers
Child 

(regardless 
of  gender)

Both 
mothers 

and fathers

No comment or  
other comment or  

did not answer  
the question

Pang araw-araw na 
pangangailangan  

n
3 - 3 3

Pagbabayad ng utang 
n o n 4 - - 3

Paggasta   para   sa   mga   
di-inaasahang pangyayari 

n n
4 - -

Gastos sa edukasyon 
tion n 4

Pag-iipon n 4 - - -

Paghahawak ng negosyo 
n n n 4 - -

Paglalagak ng puhunan kung 
may sobrang  pera   
n tin on n 3 - 3 3

o n o n
n n n o o on

n o n n
n n o tion o

n o o o n n
o o n n n n o

o n n n o o

n o n n o n n n ti tion  have 
o no n o on tion on

n n palagasta n o
on n n o n n on n o on notion

o n on o

o n o o o n o n o n on n
n o n n
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ANALYSES AND CONCLUSIONS

T o tion n n o n tion
n n n o n o

no n o o n on n n
n on n n n o tion n n
n o n tion n o o n n tion

n ti on n o tion
no non n tion o n n on n

n tion o on o o o n on
o n no o
no o o o o o tion

o ti o o o o n o n
tin n o n o n o o

o o ti n o n n

on n on n o o n
ti o o o n

a. n on o o
o n n n o tion n n

n o on n n tion
o n nno o o o n
n o o n o o o

b. non o n n n n tion o
o o o n n o n o
on n o o o n

c. o o o n n o n o
o on n n n tion n o n
n o o o n on

d. o n no o o o

Insurance 
o n o n

3. o o n
4. Savings account 

Type of migrant 
6. o n o o o o
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e. n n n n n n
onn tion n n n n tin

n o n n n o n n n on n
n on n n n n n

n n o n ti n n o
on o tion n ti n o tion n n

o ti o n tion o o
n n n ti n n n on on o

o o n n n
o o n n n o o o o o

no tion n n

f. n o o n n n
n o o o tion n n n

no no o o ti
n o o on n n n tion

on n o on n n
on o n on tion

n o n n o n n
n o n n on n n
o o on no n

n o n n

g. o ti o no on o o n o oo
on n n n o n on o tion

o o n n
o n tion n o n

o n o o n
o n tion o tion o

o n o ti o ti o
n n n n n n o

h. n o tion n n n o
n n o n tion n n n on n

on n o o o o
n o o o n

n o o ti o n
o o n n n n n n

n n o o tion on oo n tion
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n n o
o n

ti n n n o
n n n o n o

i. n o no on n tion
o o o n n n

o o on
o o n o n o on o o n
on n o

j. n o o n ti
o o n o n n n n on o n
n n n ti ti no o

o n o n tion n o
n n o n o o n o

n o o n n o no
n o n tion o n o o o o
on oo n o o

o no n o o o n n

n tion n
o o n tin o on n o
n o n o on n o o on
o n n n o tion ti ti n

o n tion o n o n n n
o onn n n o
o o o o o ti tion n
o o n n o n

o n o n no n
n o n n n o n

and for what purposes.

o n o o o n n o
n on n n o n ti no
o on o n o tion o n n

n n n o o o
o n ti no o n

n n n o n o n n o n
n o o
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m. o o n o o n o tion o
n o o o n o on n o

n n o n o no o o
o o o o
on o n o
o o n o n o n n o n o o

n o o o n n n
n n on o n o o

o o n n no

With the information currently available and 
piecing together the findings from the national and 
municipality surveys ...  the data has revealed that 
more female migrants are in the low-skilled work 

with relatively lower pay in the stretch of about 10 
years. Hence, there is an inherent difference in the 

way families headed by female (male is the migrant) 
spend their resources compared with families headed 

by male (female is the migrant). This is a critical 
difference because this spells the difference in the 

capacity to save, invest and take advantage of 
asset-building programs.
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4. Another basic component 
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tin
that many of the migrant 
o n o
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o o tion n
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have more insurance than 
women. As migrant women 
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services sector. The present 
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APPENDIX A

Philippine National Gender Data Results based on the merged 
data sets by sex (2003):

Relationship of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) to household head
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Relationship 1 2 Total

o

on

on n 63

n on n 6

o

ti 3 3 6

Marital status of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Marital Status 1 2 Total

n

3 - Widowed

o 4 73

n no n
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Distribution of OFWs by region (sub-national)
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Region 1 2 Total

o o on

C n

C n on

o on 48 87

n

C n

n

8 - Western Mindanao

o n n n o 37

o n n n o 83

C n n n o 67

tion C on

Co n tion 43 84

33 47

C

C

Highest education level completed by OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Highest Education Level 
Completed 1 2 Total

o o 3 4 7

n n

n 63

oo n 46

oo

Co n

Co

n o on 888



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     95

Primary reason for leaving the country
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Reason 1 2 Total

Con o

o
Con

Con o 37 67

4 - Tourist

n 3 4

6 - Immigrant 48

on

43

on no

If received remittance in the last six months
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Cash Remittance Indicator 1 2 Total

873

o

on no 46
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Mode of remittance channel
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Reason 1 2 Total

n 636

n o 43

n Co o

4 - Door-to-Door

7

on no 46 88

Income decile of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

National Income Decile 1 2 Total

3

on 8 37

38

o

87

n

378

n

n 784
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Main source of income of OFW households in the Philippines
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Detailed Grouping of  
Main Source of income 1 2 Total

o

o on

C o n n n n 68

o n o 3

n 7

o n ntin

o n 37

8 - Manufacturing 8

Co n

n o n Co n 6 33

Con tion 4

n ti 4 6

o C o 3 8

n o o

n o o ti o 6

n o n 4 4 8

n o n

n on n ti n

n o n

n o o n n
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Municipality of Pandi, Bulacan Province, Philippines Data Results by Sex

Number of family members working abroad
No. of OFWs Frequency Per cent Cumulative

3 7 8.86

4

Number of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n 47

Per cent

C ti

Length of time (years) receiving remittance of OFW
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

7

3 years 6

4 years

7 3

6 years 3 6

7 years 3 4 7

8 years

47
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Country
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Country 1 2 Total

n 3 4

Canada

Guam

n 3 4

Kuwait

Samoa

Saudi Arabia 4

Singapore

Taiwan 3

USA 3 4

UAE 8
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Main occupation
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

o on 4

n o o on 3

C

o o 8

o n n

n o

n n o n

o n n o

6 7

o

47

Number of members in Overseas Workers Welfare Association (OWWA)
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

No 3 4

n no n

47
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OFW relation to family
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Relationship 1 2 Total

o 7 7

on

n

n on n

o

ti

n no n

47

Age of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Age 1 2 Total

7

8

4

47
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Status of OFW abroad
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Status 1 2 Total

n C

n 7 7

n no C ti n

o o n o

C ti n o o n n n

C ti n o no o n n n

C ti n

C ti n o no Co n

n n n o o o n

n n o

47
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Mode of remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Name of Bank 1 2 Total

C

n 3 4

n n 7 8

4 - Arab Exchange

n o o

C n n

C n

C

n n

C

o n

on Co

C C

on

C
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How many times family received remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Frequency of remittance 1 2 Total

o n on

3 - Twice a month

n on 43

on 3

6 - Every 3 months

7 - Thrice a year

8 - Twice a year 3

n

n on

47

Who decides on the mode of remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n

7

4 - Company

o o

47



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     105

Usual average remittance received
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

3 3 6

4 4 8

8

7 8

7

6 7

Where unspent money is used
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n on on oo 8

n 7 6

3 - We deposit it or do not withdraw it from the account 4

4 -  We invest it on savings and investment products 
n n n ti tion

n o n o ti

6 - We invest it in our own business 4

n n o n

4

n o n tion

34
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Respondents’ education
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

Co n 3

o Co 4 6

oo 7

o oo

n 4

o n

o tion n

on

Respondents’ spouse education
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

on no n no n 3

Co n 3

o Co 6 7

oo 6

o oo 6

n 3

o n 3

o tion n 3 4

on

78
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Relative OFW education
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

on no n no n

Co n 8

o Co 4 6

oo 3

o oo 3

n

o n

o tion n 4

on

Number of Respondents with savings account
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

6

No 44
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Household Income of OFW
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

n o 8 6

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

on n o

46 78

OFW Household Expenditure Total
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

7

4

7

6

48 77

OFW Investment in Pandi
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

36

o 43

47
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OFW Savings
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

o

47

OFW Amount of Savings Monthly
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

7

6 4

4 6

6 3

4 3 7

3
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Municipality of Maribojoc, Bohol Province, Philippines Data Results by Sex

Number of Family Members Working Abroad
No. of OFWs Frequency Per cent Cumulative

n

44

Number of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n 67

Per cent

C ti
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Country
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

India

4

n

Korea

Kuwait

Madagascar

n

Norway

4 4

Saudi Arabia

Singapore

Sweden

n

UAE 3

UK

USA 7

Canada 4

Germany 3 4

3 3

67
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Main Occupation
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

o on 3

n o
o on

C

o
o 7

o
n n

n
o 4

n n
o n 3 3

o n
n o 6

o

77

Overseas Workers Welfare Association (OWWA) Membership
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

No

n no n

66
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OFW Relation to Family
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Relation 1 2 Total

8

o 44

on

n

66

Age of OFWs
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Age 1 2 Total

8

44

66
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Status of OFW Abroad
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Status 1 2 Total

n

n 44 44

n no C ti n 3 6

o o n o

C ti n o o n n n

C ti n o no o n n n

C ti n 3 4

C ti n o no Co n 3

n n n o o o n

n n o

67
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Mode of Remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Name of Bank 1 2 Total

C 44

n 6

n n

4 - Arab Exchange

n o o

C n n

C n

C

n n

C

o n 3

on Co

C C

on

C

on no

67
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How many times family received remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Frequency of remittance 1 2 Total

o n on

3 - Twice a month 3 3 6

n on

on 3

6 - Every 3 months 3

7 - Thrice a year

8 - Twice a year

n

n on

67

Who decides on the mode of remittance
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n

7

4 - Company 4 4

o o

67
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Usual average remittance received
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Remittance received (Range in PhP) 1 2 Total

7

4 7

6 8

3 4

6 4

6

7 8

7 3

6 6

8 8

7 8

67

Where unspent money is used
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

n on on oo

n 8

o n n 3

4 - Invest 4 4

6 - Invest in own business 3 3 6

48
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Respondents’ education
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

3 3

Co n

o Co 3

oo

o oo 3 4

n

o n

o tion n

on

86

Respondents’ spouse education (using sex of respondents in tabulation)
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

Co n 47

o Co 3 3

oo 7 8

o oo 3 3

n 3

o n

o tion n 4 4

on
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Relative OFW education
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

4

Co n 67

o Co

oo 3 6

o oo

n 3

o n

o tion n 3

on

66

Family has a business
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

1 2 Total

o 47 63

OFW household expenditure total
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

3 3

7 3

3 8

8

4

4

66
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OFW investment in Maribojoc
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Investment in Maribojoc 1 2 Total

46

o 38

67

OFW savings
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

With Household Savings 1 2 Total

44

o 34

67

OFW amount of savings monthly
SEX Male = 1 Female = 2

Usual Average 1 2 Total

6

3

3

3

3 3



Gender-Sensitive Remittances and Asset-Building in the Philippines     |     121

APPENDIX B

Civil Society Observation on Data Coordination on Migration
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