
                                                                                                                              

 

UN WOMEN  

FROM INSIGHTS TO ACTION: GENDER EQUALITY IN THE WAKE OF COVID 19 

REFERENCES 

1 United Nations. 2020. “UN chief outlines ‘bold steps’ for education in the face of COVID-19 disruption,” Accessed 

7 August 2020. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/08/1069442  

2 ILO (International Labour Organization). 2020. “COVID-19 and the world of work. 4th edition.” Geneva: ILO. 

3 World Bank. 2020a. Global Economic Prospects. Washington, D.C.: World Bank.  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospects 

4 UN Women, UNDP and Pardee Center for International Futures at the University of Denver. 2020. Technical Note. 

5 Chamorro-Premuzic, Tomas and Avivah Wittenberg-Cox. 2020. “Will the Pandemic Reshape Notions of Female 
Leadership?”. Harvard Business Review. 26 June. Accessed 28 August 2020. https://hbr.org/2020/06/will-the-
pandemic-reshape-notions-of-female-leadership   

6 Data submitted to NCOVmart reported through the global surveillance system of WHO, as of 14 July 2020. 

7 The COVID Tracking Project at the Atlantic and the Boston University Center for Antiracist Research. 2020. The 

COVID Racial Data Tracker. Accessed 28 August 2020. https://covidtracking.com/race  

8 Government of the United Kingdom. 2020. “Coronavirus (COVID-19) related deaths by ethnic group, England and 

Wales: 2 March 2020 to 10 April 2020”. 

9 UN Women (United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women). 2020a. Spotlight on 

Gender, COVID-19 and the SDGs: Will the pandemic derail hard-won progress on gender equality?. New York: UN 

Women. 

10 UN Women. 2020b. The impact of COVID-19 on women's and men's lives and livelihoods in Europe and Central 

Asia: Preliminary results from a Rapid Gender Assessment. Bangkok: UN Women. 

11 UN Women. 2020c. Unlocking the lockdown: The gendered effects of COVID-19 on achieving the SDGs in Asia and 

the Pacific. Bangkok: UN Women. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/08/1069442
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospects
https://hbr.org/2020/06/will-the-pandemic-reshape-notions-of-female-leadership
https://hbr.org/2020/06/will-the-pandemic-reshape-notions-of-female-leadership
https://covidtracking.com/race


12 United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2020. “Tracking data on COVID-19 during pregnancy 

can protect pregnant women and their babies.” Accessed 7 August 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/cases-updates/special-populations/pregnancy-data-on-covid-19.html; and 

Metz, Torri D.; Collier, C.; Hollier, Lisa M. 2020. “MPH Maternal Mortality from Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-

19) in the United States.” Obstetrics & Gynecology 136 (2), page 313-316; and 

Hantoushzadeh S. and others. 2020. “Maternal death due to COVID-19.” American Journal of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 223 (109); and 

Roberton, T. and others. 2020. Early estimates of the indirect effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on maternal and 

child mortality in low-income and middle-income countries: a modelling study.” Global Health 8 (7).  

13 ILO. 2020. “Impact of the COVID-19 crisis on loss of jobs and hours among domestic workers.” Geneva: ILO. 

14 Solidarity Center. 2020. “Domestic workers left out in the cold”. Accessed 10 August 2020. 

https://www.solidaritycenter.org/domestic-workers-left-out-in-the-cold/ 

15 Boniol, M. and others. 2019. “Gender equity in the health workforce: analysis of 104 countries.” Working paper 1. 

Geneva: WHO.  

16 Global Health 5050. 2020. COVID-19 and healthcare workers. Accessed 28 August 2020.  

https://globalhealth5050.org/covid19/healthcare-workers/  

17 UN Women. 2020b. The impact of COVID-19 on women's and men's lives and livelihoods in Europe and Central 

Asia: Preliminary results from a Rapid Gender Assessment. Bangkok: UN Women. 

18 UN Women. 2020d. “Addressing the economic fallout of covid-19: pathways and policy options for a gender-

responsive recovery.” Policy Brief No. 15. New York: UN Women. https://www.unwomen.org/-

/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-addressing-the-economic-

fallout-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=406.  

19 World Bank. 2020b. “Projected poverty impacts of COVID-19 (coronavirus).” Accessed 28 August 2020: 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19; and Sumner, A.; Hoy, 

C. and Ortiz-Juarez, E. 2020. “Estimates of the impact of COVID-19 on global poverty.” WIDER Working Paper 

2020/43. Helsinki: UNU-WIDER. 

20 UN Women, UNDP and Pardee Center for International Futures at the University of Denver. 2020. Technical Note; 

and World Bank. 2020b. “Projected poverty impacts of COVID-19 (coronavirus).” Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19. 

21 Ibid. 

22 Ibid. 

23 Ibid.  

24 UN Women, UNDP and Pardee Center for International Futures at the University of Denver. 2020. Technical Note. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/special-populations/pregnancy-data-on-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/special-populations/pregnancy-data-on-covid-19.html
https://www.solidaritycenter.org/domestic-workers-left-out-in-the-cold/
https://globalhealth5050.org/covid19/healthcare-workers/
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-addressing-the-economic-fallout-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=406
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-addressing-the-economic-fallout-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=406
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-addressing-the-economic-fallout-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=406
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19


25 UN Women and UN DESA (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs). 2019. Progress on the 

Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot 2019. New York: UN Women and UN DESA. 

26 UN Women. 2020c. Unlocking the lockdown: The gendered effects of COVID-19 on achieving the SDGS in Asia and 

the Pacific. Bangkok: UN Women. 

27 World Health Organization (WHO). 2019. “1 in 3 people globally do not have access to safe drinking water – 

UNICEF, WHO.” Accessed 28 August 2020. https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-

globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-drinking-water-unicef-who.  

28 Roy, Rajesh and Vibhuti Agarwal. 2020. “Millions of Indians Are Fleeing Cities, Raising Fears of a Coronavirus 

‘Land Mine’ in Villages.” Wall Street Journal. 27 May. https://www.wsj.com/articles/indias-migrants-head-home-
as-lockdown-eases-prompting-fears-of-coronavirus-spread-11590579072. 

29 Hidrobo, M. and others. 2020. “Why gender-sensitive social protection is critical to the COVID-19 response in low- 

and middle-income countries.” International Food Policy Research Institute blog post. 28 April. 

https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-

income; and ILO. 2020. “The COVID-19 crisis: A wake-up call to strengthen social protection systems.” 24 April. 

https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_742676/lang--en/index.htm. 

30 UN Women. 2020e. “Covid-19 and Violence Against Women and Girls: Addressing the Shadow Pandemic.” Policy 

Brief no. 17. New York: UN Women.   

31 Ibid. 

32 Grierson, Jamie. 2020. “Domestic abuse killings 'more than double' amid Covid-19 lockdown.” The Guardian. 15 

April. Accessed 28 August 2020. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/15/domestic-abuse-killings-

more-than-double-amid-covid-19-lockdown. 

33 UN Women. 2020e. “Covid-19 and Violence Against Women and Girls: Addressing the Shadow Pandemic.” Policy 

Brief no. 17. New York: UN Women.   

34 UNSD (United Nations Statistics Division). 2015. The World’s Women 2015: Trends and Statistics. Chapter 6. New 

York: UNSD.  

35 UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund). 2020. Violence against women living with disabilities in South-East and 

Eastern Europe. UNFPA: Istanbul.  

36  UNFPA. 2018. Women and Young Persons with Disabilities. New York: UNFPA.  

37 UN Women. 2020e. “Covid-19 and Violence Against Women and Girls: Addressing the Shadow Pandemic.” Policy 

Brief no. 17. New York: UN Women; and 

Amnesty International. 2020. “Global: Health workers silenced, exposed and attacked.” Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/health-workers-rights-covid-report/.  

38 Ibid. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-drinking-water-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-drinking-water-unicef-who
https://www.wsj.com/articles/indias-migrants-head-home-as-lockdown-eases-prompting-fears-of-coronavirus-spread-11590579072
https://www.wsj.com/articles/indias-migrants-head-home-as-lockdown-eases-prompting-fears-of-coronavirus-spread-11590579072
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-income
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-income
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_742676/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/15/domestic-abuse-killings-more-than-double-amid-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/15/domestic-abuse-killings-more-than-double-amid-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/health-workers-rights-covid-report/


39 A global assessment of policy measures enacted by governments worldwide to tackle the COVID-19 crisis, and 

their integration of a gender lens is currently underway. A collaboration between UN Women and UNDP, the COVID-

19 Global Gender Response Tracker will be released mid-September 2020. 

40  UN DESA and World Bank. 2020. “Monitoring the state of statistical operations under the COVID -19 Pandemic.” 

New York and Washington, D.C.: UN DESA and World Bank. Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/covid19-response/covid19-nso-survey-report.pdf 

41 Ibid.  

42 Ibid.  

43 UN Women. Multiple years. “Gender data stories.” Accessed 28 August 2020.  

https://data.unwomen.org/features?field_type_target_id=21 

 

 

DATA SPREADS REFERENCES (by order of appearance) 

Spread 1 - Health 

Johns Hopkins University (JHU). 2020. “COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering 

(CSSE)”. Accessed 28 August 2020. https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html.  

Data submitted to NCOVmart reported through the global surveillance system of WHO, as of 14 July 2020. 

United Kingdom, Government of the. 2020. “Coronavirus (COVID-19) related deaths by ethnic group, England and 

Wales: 2 March 2020 to 10 April 2020”. 

World Health Organization (WHO). 2020. “Global Health Observatory. Women and health: maternal mortality.” 

Accessed 28 August 2020.  https://www.who.int/gho/women_ and_health/en/.  

United Nations. 2020. Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. Report of the Secretary-General. 

E/2020/57. New York: United Nations.  

Takemoto, M.L.S and others. 2020. “The tragedy of COVID‐19 in Brazil: 124 maternal deaths and counting.” 

Gynecology & Obstetrics. 

UN Women. 2020a. The impact of COVID-19 on women's and men's lives and livelihoods in Europe and Central Asia: 

Preliminary results from a Rapid Gender Assessment. Bangkok: UN Women.  

Data submitted to NCOVmart reported through the global surveillance system of WHO, as of 14 July 2020. 

 

 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/covid19-response/covid19-nso-survey-report.pdf
https://data.unwomen.org/features?field_type_target_id=21
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


Spread 2 – Employment  

International Labour Organization (ILO). 2020. “COVID-19 and the world of work. 3rd edition.” Geneva: ILO. 

UN Women. 2020c. Unlocking the lockdown: The gendered effects of COVID-19 on achieving the SDGS in Asia and 

the Pacific. Bangkok: UN Women. 

Ibid. 

McKinsey & Company. 2020. “COVID-19 and gender equality: Countering the regressive effects.” Access 10 August 

2020. https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-

regressive-effects#.  

ILO. 2020. “Impact of the COVID-19 crisis on loss of jobs and hours among domestic workers.” Geneva: ILO. 

ILO. 2020. “Who are domestic workers.” Accessed 28 August 2020. https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/domestic-

workers/who/lang--en/index.htm.  

McKinsey & Company. 2020. “COVID-19 and gender equality: Countering the regressive effects.” Access 10 August 

2020. https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-

regressive-effects#.  

Boniol, M. and others. 2019. “Gender equity in the health workforce: analysis of 104 countries.” Working paper 1. 

Geneva: WHO. 

Global Health 5050. 2020. COVID-19 and healthcare workers. Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://globalhealth5050.org/covid19/healthcare-workers/.  

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 2011. “Highlights from Help Wanted? Providing 

and Paying for Long Term Care.” Document for Italy. Paris: OECD. Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://www.oecd.org/italy/47890925.pdf. 

Spread 3 – Poverty  

UN Women, UNDP and Pardee Center for International Futures at the University of Denver. 2020. Technical Note.  

World Bank. 2020b. “Projected poverty impacts of COVID-19 (coronavirus).” Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19. 

Spread 4 – Unpaid Care  

UN Women. 2020c. Unlocking the lockdown: The gendered effects of COVID-19 on achieving the SDGs in Asia and 

the Pacific. Bangkok: UN Women; and UN Women. 2020b. The impact of COVID-19 on women's and men's lives and 

livelihoods in Europe and Central Asia: Preliminary results from a Rapid Gender Assessment. Bangkok: UN Women. 

Ibid. 

https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-regressive-effects
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-regressive-effects
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/domestic-workers/who/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/domestic-workers/who/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-regressive-effects
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/covid-19-and-gender-equality-countering-the-regressive-effects
https://globalhealth5050.org/covid19/healthcare-workers/
https://www.oecd.org/italy/47890925.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/projected-poverty-impacts-of-COVID-19


UN Women and UN DESA. 2019. Progress on the Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot 2019. New 

York: UN Women and UN DESA.  

WHO. 2019. “1 in 3 people globally do not have access to safe drinking water – UNICEF, WHO.” Accessed 28 August 

2020. https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-

drinking-water-unicef-who.  

Hidrobo, M. and others. 2020. “Why gender-sensitive social protection is critical to the COVID-19 response in low- 

and middle-income countries.” International Food Policy Research Institute blog post. 28 April. 

https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-

income; and ILO. 2020. “The COVID-19 crisis: A wake-up call to strengthen social protection systems.” 24 April. 

https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_742676/lang--en/index.htm. 

 
Spread 5 – Violence Against Women  

UN Women and UN DESA. 2019. Progress on the Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot 2019. New 

York: UN Women and UN DESA. 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 2018. Global Study on Homicide 2018. Vienna: UNODC.  

UN Women. 2020e. “Covid-19 and Violence Against Women and Girls: Addressing the Shadow Pandemic.” Policy 

Brief no. 17. New York: UN Women.   

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition. 2020. “Health workers at risk: Violence against health care.” Accessed 28 

August 2020: https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/reports-more-1200-incidents-violence-against-health-care-

2019-demand-accountability-and-concerted.  

UN Women. 2020e. “Covid-19 and Violence Against Women and Girls: Addressing the Shadow Pandemic.” Policy 

Brief no. 17. New York: UN Women.   

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 2020. Violence against women living with disabilities in South-East and 

Eastern Europe. UNFPA: Istanbul.  

UNFPA. 2018. Women and Young Persons with Disabilities. New York: UNFPA. 

 
Spread 6 – Gender Data  

Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21). Forthcoming. PRESS 2020.  

Ibid. 

Chen, H. 2020. “Covid-19 Impact Survey.” Accessed 28 August 2020. 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/haoyi.chen#!/vizhome/Covid-19impactsurvey/NationalresponsestoCovid 

 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-drinking-water-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-1-in-3-people-globally-do-not-have-access-to-safe-drinking-water-unicef-who
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-income
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/why-gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-covid-19-response-low-and-middle-income
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_742676/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/reports-more-1200-incidents-violence-against-health-care-2019-demand-accountability-and-concerted
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/reports-more-1200-incidents-violence-against-health-care-2019-demand-accountability-and-concerted
https://public.tableau.com/profile/haoyi.chen#!/vizhome/Covid-19impactsurvey/NationalresponsestoCovid


Vital Strategies and World Health Organization. 2020. Revealing the Toll of COVID-19: A Technical Package for Rapid 
Mortality Surveillance and Epidemic Response. New York: Vital Strategies.  

Data submitted to NCOVmart reported through the global surveillance system of WHO, as of 14 July 2020. 

UN Women. 2020b. The impact of COVID-19 on women's and men's lives and livelihoods in Europe and Central Asia: 

Preliminary results from a Rapid Gender Assessment. Bangkok: UN Women. 

 

OTHER REFERENCES THAT INFORMED THIS PUBLICATION  

UN Secretary-General’s policy brief: The impact of COVID-19 on women. 

UN Women policy brief series.  

UN Women Spotlight on Gender, COVID-19 and the SDGs. 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-women
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/un-women-policy-brief-series
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/07/spotlight-on-gender-covid-19-and-the-sdgs

