CSW 57 (2013) Priority Theme

“Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls”

Join the Discussion! 
In March 2013, the 57th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will see Member States meet to discuss areas of concern for women and girls, and work on approaches to address these issues.  

To involve key stakeholders in its preparation – particularly civil society and women’s groups – UN Women will use a two-week online discussion (23 July – 3 August) and a survey on the critical gaps and challenges facing women and girls in the priority area. 
This CSW, the main theme will be the elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls, with a particular focus on primary prevention (stopping violence before it starts) and services and responses to victims/survivors.

Join the Online Discussion
Using our online forum (23 July – 3 August), UN Women invites civil society organizations (CSOs), policy makers, experts and researchers from the field of gender-based violence to answer questions, and share their experiences and best practices.  Your input will feed into two reports which will be provided to CSW members to guide them in their discussions, and will also be analyzed and published online. 
Please go to http://www.unwomen.org/2012/07/an-invitation-join-the-discussion-at-csw-57/ if you wish to join the online discussion directly.

Take the Offline Survey

Alternatively, this survey is also being sent through some UN Women offices to civil society groups, who may be offline, or wish to contribute inputs in another language. The information received will feed into the discussion, analysis and final reports at UN Women HQ. If you would like to take the survey below, please send it to CSW57.onlinediscussion@unwomen.org (with “Survey - English in the subject title). 

We hope that you, and your organization, will take this opportunity to help shape preparation for the session, by sharing your best practices and experiences. 

Primary Prevention

1. What measures have been employed specifically to prevent violence against women and girls in your area/region – particularly to address the structural causes of violence, and change social norms and behaviors? For example:

· Policy and legal reform to promote gender equality and empower women?

· Community mobilization?

· Awareness-raising or communication for social change?

· Educational programs (schools, universities or non-formal settings)?

· Working with public and private sectors (e.g. workplaces, sporting clubs, faith-based organizations)?

· Promoting safety of women and girls in public places?

· Positive parenting programmes?

· Other measures/strategies/programmes?

Answer
	


2. Which sectors or actors in your area/region have been engaged to help prevent violence against women and girls? (For example: the media, men, traditional/religious leaders, young people, and parents).
Answer

	


3. Can you describe how, and to what extent/how much, these measures are coordinated by Government? (For example: funding regimes, coordination bodies and mechanisms, level of political leadership, long-term overarching policy frameworks). 
Answer

	


4. What training or organizational development activity has improved the ability of key sectors to prevent violence against women and girls? (The sectors include: health, education, media outreach, community services, crisis response, and national, provincial or local government sectors).

Answer

	


5. Which programs/initiatives for prevention do you think are particularly promising or effective?

Answer

	


6. Which areas have not been well addressed in prevention; what are the critical gaps and challenges?
Answer
	


7. What research, monitoring and evaluation has been done on the measures employed/ actions taken in this area? 

Answer

	


8. In your opinion, what strategic directions would best prevent violence against women and girls?
Answer 
	


Multisectoral Responses and Servicews
1. In your area/region, what services can be accessed by victims/survivors of gender-based violence  (for example: police response and  protection,  shelters/alternative housing options, medical assistance, legal assistance, counseling, access to courts)?  What forms of violence do these services respond to (for example, domestic violence, sexual assault)?
Answer

	


2. Can you describe or list which policy and legal frameworks support these services (such as a national action plan, specific legislation, etc.), and any institutional mechanisms and regimes that finance or coordinate them?
Answer
	


3. What protocols, systems or networks ensure that such services are well integrated and coordinated on the ground (such as referral systems, risk assessment and management frameworks, cross-sector information sharing protocols). Are any of these services provided in “One-Stop Centres” (or must victims visit many different service providers)?
Answer

	


4. How do women and girls first enter the response system? How can they then access other services they might need? 
Answer
	


5. What proportion of/how many women and girls have access to these services nationwide, in your estimate? Do you know of any mapping of services and their clients, to understand where or what groups they come from (such as rural or low-resource areas)? 
Answer

	


6. What level of access to services do women and girls victim/survivors have, who are subjected to multiple forms of discrimination (for example, women with disabilities, indigenous women, ethnic minorities, migrant workers, women living with HIV/AIDS)?  
Answer
	


7. In what ways are women and girls victim/survivors made aware of these services?
Answer

	


8. Are there services specifically directed at teenage girl victim/survivors (10-19 yrs)?
Answer

	


9. Do shelters accept the children of women who are victim/survivors of violence? If so, at how old? Are any other services provided to such children (e.g. counseling)?
Answer

	


10. Are there any new or promising practices, in providing services to women and girl victim/survivors  particularly in relation to longer term support and assistance (employment, social reintegration, long term/permanent housing and reparations through the justice system or other) ?
Answer

	


11. What are the remaining gaps and challenges in service provision?
Answer

	


12. What research, monitoring and evaluations have reported the impact of service provision to women and girl victim/survivors of violence?
Answer

	


